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As part of the North Berwick deal, the town approved a special tax increment financing district to
help attract state and federal funds. Under the TIF agreement, the town will return 50 percent of
the taxes paid on the project to the Caleb Foundation, with approximately $17,500 in annual taxes
going to the town. Since TIF assets are sheltered from the town's state valuation, town officials
anticipate an additional $15,000 a year in savings.

The foundation plans to start construction this summer and open by summer 2008.
Staff Writer Noel K. Gallagher can be contacted at 324-4888 or at:
ngallagher@pressherald.com

Reader comments

Shawn of North Berwick, ME

Nov 30, 2006 7:56 AM

I am proud to be a citizen of North Berwick. This, folks, is how to be good to your fellow man. Especially
the seniors, since they have put in a lifetime of work and deserve it. Merry Christmas to all!

Post a Comment

You must be a registered user of MaineToday.com to post a comment. Register. Please complete all information. Your e-mail address is
collected for recording purposes only and will not be displayed on web pages. Your comments will be reviewed by MaineToday.com and
posted within one business day. Guidelines

Your name Your town & state Your e-mail

(will not be displayed)

Your comment

2000  characters left

If you have questions, concerns or ideas about the reader comments on this or any other article, e-mail us.
Your phone

MaineToday.com reader comments are occasionally printed in the newspaper. If you would like your comment to be considered by the
paper, you need to give your phone number for verification purposes. The number will remain private and will not be printed by the paper

or MaineToday.com, It is not required for comments printed online only.

Post Comment
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$21.5 Million Island Point Project Announced in Lewiston

PRESS RELEASE: January 20, 2005

Download the Overview of the Island Point Project
Index (748KB PDF File)

In the mid 1800's the power of the Great Falls of the Androscoggin River

attracted investors to the community. Lewiston’s first textile mills were built

at the base of the falls. From this beginning, the city grew. The river has
done it again, but this time it is not the potential of water power that holds
the attraction, but the beauty of the river that captures the imagination.

On January 20, SOLO Properties and city officials announced Island Point,
a $21.5 million mixed used redevelopment project in the City’s Western
Gateway. The project will be built in three phases and will include
residential, restaurant, office, retail and hotel uses. An outdoor performance
space is also planned.

Artist Rendering of the Island Point Project

Phase | will include the redevelopment of the former CMP office building,
located at 134 Main Street, for use by a full service restaurant at street level
and for office uses in the upper floors. It will also include the redevelopment
of the Cowan Mill into market rate condominiums and a full service
restaurant.

Esposito’s, a popular Portland based restaurant, will open their third location
in Maine in the former CMP building under the name Espo's Trattoria.
Renovations will begin within 30 days. Espo's Trattoria expects to open by
mid 2005. Private sector redevelopment costs for the building are estimated
at $500,000.

http://www.ci.lewiston.me.us/news/2005/01-20-05h.htm 9/30/2007
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The Cowan Mill, built in 1850, is on the site of the first cotton mill in
Lewiston. It is located on the riverbank at the base of the falls. It is 6 stories
high and 60,000 s.f. in size. Plans call for a full service restaurant on the
waterfront level. Upper floors will be redeveloped into as many as 30
residential condominiums. The private sector redevelopment cost is
estimated at $6 million.

Phase Il of the project will be the redevelopment or replacement of the
Libbey Mill into market rate residential condominiums and retail.

The first Libbey Mill building was built in 1846. Over its long history,
cotton, wool, and rubber coated fabrics were woven at the Libbey Mill. The
size of the complex grew. However, it was also devastated by several
structural fires, the most recent of which was in 1999. Only one Libbey Mill
building remains. The City owns the Libbey Mill through property tax
default acquisition. The intent of the developer and the City is for that
building to be redeveloped. However, if a structural assessment of the
building determines redevelopment is not a viable option, the building will
be demolished and a new one constructed. Private sector Phase Il project
costs are estimated at $5 million.

Phase 111 of the project will include expansion of the Libbey Mill to include
market rate condominiums and/or a 125 to 150 room high quality hotel. The
minimum Phase 111 project costs are estimated at $10 million. Development
of the hotel will be dependent upon market conditions. The City has
announced plans to develop a portion of Bates Mill No. 5 into a convention
center.

When all three phases are complete, the total minimum private sector
investment will be $21.5 million. The City of Lewiston will invest in public
parking, road and streetscape improvements in support of the Island Point
project and other downtown redevelopment. The City will also provide loans
and grants through existing city programs. Total City investment is
estimated at $7.5 million, $6.3 million of which is public infrastructure
investment.

The two principals of SOLO Properties are Travis Soule and Vince
Lobozzo. Speaking at the project announcement Mr. Soule said, “I have
done projects throughout Maine and in several cities in Texas and the
midwest. No project has captured my attention or enthusiasm like this one
has. The existing architecture is wonderful. You can’t get any closer to the
water. This is the premier site in the state of Maine for this type of project.”

Mayor Lionel Guay said, ““this project provides spectacular views, access to
green space and the river, and is walking distance from premium health
care, educational resources, and a downtown that has had $164 million in
new investment since 2000. This project is in the midst of it all, but feels like
it is away from it all.”

http://www.ci.lewiston.me.us/news/2005/01-20-05h.htm 9/30/2007
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Robert Esposito, the third generation to run his family’s restaurants, was
excited at the opportunity to open in a new market. ““Lewiston-Auburn is the
second largest metropolitan area in Maine. It is a significantly under
served, growing market. We are excited to have this opportunity to stay
close to our Portland roots but come to Lewiston-Auburn and offer people
another quality dining choice.”

For additional information contact:
Travis Soule - SOLO Properties 926-5424
Assistant Lewiston City Administrator: Greg Mitchell 784-2951 ext. 302

FOR MORE INFO on any Press Releases contact:
Dot Perham-Whittier - Community Relations Coordinator
Lewiston City Hall
784-2951 - Extension 110
dottie@ci.lewiston.me.us

City Home Page 2005 Press Release Index

Copyright - City of Lewiston
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Last Libbey Mill building to come down

By Scott Taylor , Staff Writer

Friday, September 14, 2007

LEWISTON - Demolition crews should begin tearing down what remains of the W.S. Libbey Mill complex next week, making room for
future development and a nearby hotel.

The city has hired Middleboro, Mass.-based Costello Dismantling Inc. to knock down the downtown Lewiston landmark.
That company bid $63,793 to do the project, the lowest of six bidders vying for the job.

"All this does is take it down and remove the concrete debris,"” said Norm Beauparlant, the city's director of budget and purchasing. That
will include the tall stair tower and five stories worth of broken windows facing Veterans Park and Main Street.

City Administrator Jim Bennett said city councilors are scheduled begin discussing development rules and timelines for the area's
redevelopment at their Oct. 2 meeting.

Developer Travis Soule still intends to redevelop the Cowan Mill - the remaining building on the site - and Winston Hotels Inc. plans to
build a three-star or better hotel on the parking lot north of Veterans Park on Main Street.

"We've created a development district for that area, but we haven't specified any rules for that district,” Bennett said. "That's what we
have to do next. It's all about getting the site ready."

The demolition project will bring the Libbey Mill's long history to a close.

It was built in 1846, part of a two-building complex that used power from the Androscoggin River to make cotton, woolen and rubber-
coated fabrics.

The mill continued to operate until 1991, when then-owner Armand Favreau moved the operation to South Carolina.

The buildings were abandoned and changed hands several times before they were purchased by the Miracle of the Living Waters, a
nondenominational ministry.

The city eventually took ownership of the property, which carried an extensive debt of back taxes.
The mill's No. 2 building was damaged in a pair of major fires and finally demolished in 2001.

The historic cupola, which is featured in the city's seal, was removed and remains in city storage.
City crews demolished the 75-foot-tall smokestack outside of the remaining building in February.

Costello has a long history with the city as well, Beauparlant said. The company razed Libbey Mill building No. 2 in January 2001,
followed by the F.W. Webb building and St. Peter's School last year.

Costello was also responsible for demolishing the Cressey, Kora and Greely buildings this year along Lisbon Street.

Those buildings were damaged by a fire last Christmas season.

http://www.sunjournal.com/story/229488-3/LewistonAuburn/Last Libbey Mill building ... 9/30/2007
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Milling About

MILLING ABOUT:

By KRISTEN MUSZYNSKI/Journal Tribune

kmuszynski@journaltribune.com

BIDDEFORD— Crowds of people filled part of the North Dam Mill on Friday evening, enjoying food,
music and displays of the area’s rich history and its thriving cultural scene. “Milling About,” an event
created by the Biddeford/Saco Cultural Planning Committee, featured art, food and music along with
historical displays and drew an estimated 400-700 people from 4 to 7 p.m.

Andrea Strassner, director of the Saco Museum, was among those who helped to welcome people to the
North Dam Mill, handing out small maps and artist information.

“I think it's safe to say there’s an audience and an interest in arts and culture,” said Strassner.

Bob Dodge, economic development director for the city of Biddeford, attended Milling About with his
daughter and was one of many who was impressed by the turnout.

“This speaks volumes about how people feel about these mills,” said Dodge. “They really view them as
diamonds in the rough.”

Seaglass Performing Arts of Kennebunk held a booth and passed out flyers for an upcoming event,
“Opera for Lovers.” Board members Richard and Elsa van Bergen manned the booth and said that they
learned of Milling About through Doug Sanford, the developer of the North Dam Mill.

“This is what we need,” said Elsa van Bergen of the strong turnout.

Local restaurants provided hors d'ouvres for the event, all of which had been eaten before 5 p.m., said
organizer David Versel. Que Huong, Thai Siam, Slices Pizza, Jonesy’s and the Golden Rooster were
among the participating restaurants. Later in the evening, only the McArthur Hall booth was still in
operation, selling beer and liquor.

Several artists had work on display in the newly finished mill hallways, from paintings and photographs to
quilts and jewelry. Jessica Peck and Kim Roseberry presented “Light Play,” a performance art piece in
which a woman moves within a stretchy sheet in a dark room, with light shapes being cast upon her.

A unique piece created by artist Sue Murphy depicted her father’s lunch box with fibers flowing out of it.
Murphy is the sister of Rep. Joanne Twomey and their father, Fred Thompson, worked as a supervisor in
the mills for many years. The art display also includes a photograph of Twomey’s grandmother,
Georgianna Cote, who, she is proud to say, was instrumental in bringing unions to the mills.

“That’'s why | fight so hard,” said Twomey. “That’'s where our roots are.”

A major goal of the Milling About event was to gather input from the public on the future of the cultural
scene in Biddeford/Saco. Versel said that the group gathered over 100 completed surveys from visitors
and heard “overwhelmingly that they wish we’'d do more things like this.”

Barbara and Bob Dunn, who recently moved to Saco from Connecticut, were two of the many visitors
who attended on Friday night. The Dunns said they came to see what was being done with the mill
building.

“We wanted to know a little more about the community,” said Barbara Dunn.

The Dunns could not have chosen a better primer on the history of the twin cities. The unfinished mill
walls were lined with historic photos of the area, with explanations, from Cascade Falls to local churches.
La Kermesse was on hand with historical pieces and a display from the Etz Chaim synagogue even
showed maps through the years that depicted the locations of Jewish-owned businesses. The maps
were denoted as an excerpt of a future library exhibit on the congregation’s history.

Jeff Scully, local historian and author of “It Happened Right Here,” an account of Biddeford/Saco/Old
Orchard Beach history, sold his book at the event. Just recently, said Scully, he found a box of about 50
of the books and figured that Milling About would be a perfect venue to sell them.

“If you catch people at a place like this, you know they’re interested,” he said.

Rep. Steven Beaudette (D)-Biddeford and Rep. Don Pilon (D)-Saco were in attendance, along with
downtown revitalization leaders Ann Marie Mariner of Saco Spirit and Rachael Weyand, Heart of
Biddeford director.

“This is a major success,” said Weyand. “Everyone is excited, there’s a lot of energy.”

http://www.biddefordmaine.org/index.asp?Type=B BASIC&SEC=%7B12F4C910-1189-4... 9/30/2007
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Grant used for mill district master plan

By Kate Irish Collins
Assistant Editor-Sun Chronicle

BIDDEFORD (Sep 27): The city of Biddeford will use a grant of almost $60,000 from the U.S. Department of

Commerce to create a master plan for mill district redevelopment, according to City Manager John Bubier.

Lighthouse/Lawn|Care

Advertisement

[0]

The mill district, located in Biddeford’s downtown, is ripe for redevelopment, he said.

Bubier said many of the mill owners have already met informally with each other and city officials to talk about
joint issues of interest, such as parking and accessibility. Now the grant money will help the mill owners create

a cohesive development plan.

“There are a number of buildings and nine or 10 different owners. There are no formalized access points and
no connections between the buildings. The mill district is really a city within a city” Bubier said. “Our next step

is to sit down with the mill owners and developers and talk about the issues.”

"There are a lot of exciting things going on in the mill district, but we need proper planning for the future," said

North Dam Mill owner Doug Sanford.

He said the city applied for the planning grant more than a year ago with an inquiry to the Department of
Commerce, which then encouraged Biddeford to put in a formal application the help defray the cost of creating

a master plan for mill redevelopment.

Bubier also hopes to include the development team currently working on an $80-million redevelopment plan
for Saco Island in the discussions. In particular, Bubier would like to create a pedestrian connection between

the Biddeford mill district and the new development planned for the island.
A couple of the historic mills lining the Saco River — the North Dam Mill and the Riverdam Millyard — have
already been redeveloped for light industrial, commercial and retail uses. The city is also considering plans to

include housing in the mill district.

The North Dam Mill is home to a variety of businesses, including a yoga studio, a martial arts studio, a dance

studio, a massage therapist, Union House Coffee, an engineering firm, a design firm and a fancy food store.

The River Dam Millyard is home to a cabinetmaker’s shop, a leather goods shop, an antique shop, a plastics

maker and a telecommunications company, among others.

http://www.keepmecurrent.com/news/Print.cfm?StorylD=43419 9/30/2007
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A down-by-the-old-mill dream

The college in Biddeford needs student housing, and the city's mill
area has lots of space. Could the combination work?

By ANNE GLEASON Staff Writer

September 8, 2007

Susumu lkeda, right, of Japan and
Californian Chris Andrews unpack items
while setting up their dorm room in UNE’s
Avila Hall. They have another roommate,
Kevin Toohey of New Hampshire, who is not
pictured.

Parents and new students carry belongings
into UNE’s Avila Hall. Some students are
tripled up in their dorms.

Potos by Jill Brady/Staff Photographer
Freshmen and first-vear athletes particinate

BIDDEFORD — Growing enrollment and limited space for
expansion are putting the squeeze on student housing at the
University of New England's coastal campus.

But university and city officials and developers think a solution
could exist four miles up the road, in Biddeford's revitalized
downtown mill area, which already includes a growing number
of small businesses, cafes and artists’ studios.

Biddeford City Manager John Bubier says the university's housing
need could present an opportunity for downtown Biddeford and
the mill area.

Last month, the city arranged a meeting between mill developers
and university representatives to discuss the university's need
for about 200 units of affordable student housing for
upperclassmen.

Doug Sanford, owner of the North Dam Mill and one of several
developers at the meeting, already is working to create
residential units inside Biddeford's red-brick mills.

He received preliminary approval from the city's Planning Board
in early August for as many as 40 units, as well as additional
commercial and industrial space.

Housing for off-campus students could end up as part of the
plan, Sanford said.

"I would love to build a partnership,” he said. "It's young people
-- it's creativity. I'd really love to have them as a piece of this
(mill redevelopment).”

Since 2001, the entire university, which includes a Portland
campus, has grown from about 1,400 undergraduate students to
about 2,000 students, according to Alan Liebrecht, vice
president for enrollment management.

Most seniors already live off-campus. Freshmen, sophomores
and juniors must live on campus.

With additional off-campus housing, however, the university
could decide to let some juniors live off campus, and free up
space in residential halls, said Barbara Hazard, vice president for
student affairs at UNE. Students already have to triple up in
some rooms in the university's brand new dormitory on campus,
she said.

Seniors have traditionally opted to live in seasonal homes in Hills
Beach or Fortunes Rocks, near the campus, Hazard said.
However, those seasonal homes are becoming less available.

“It's great if you can get it," she said.

Many students now end up elsewhere in Biddeford, in Old
Orchard Beach or in Portland. A designated off-campus site
downtown could provide another option, Hazard said. Even with
the development of an off-campus housing site, students could

http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/story pf.php?id=132681&ac=PHnws 9/30/2007
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in a team-building exercise Sunday on the choose where to live off-campus, Hazard said.
University of New England campus in
Biddeford. With enroliment growing, UNE is  Arjana Nesbit, a 20-year-old UNE junior, lives on campus but
talking with Biddeford mill redevelopers said a friend of hers had trouble finding housing and ended up
?Obrost c:ggggn:*g’nto 200 new housing units  onting in OIld Orchard Beach. "He wasn't happy about it,” she
PP ’ said. "l think a lot of people have been having trouble finding
housing."

Teegan Brown, 21, a senior, found an apartment downtown on

Alfred Street.

Brown said off-campus housing in the convenient areas, like
Hills Beach, is available, but only for students with enough
money or a large group to split the costs. Housing in the mill
area would be attractive, she said, as long as it was affordable.
The talks about downtown housing are still preliminary, but
Hazard said the sooner any arrangement can be reached, the
better.

"In our mind, we needed to be doing this three weeks ago or

before," Hazard said of continued discussions. "We would like to
have a certain number of available units next year."

Staff Writer Anne Gleason can be contacted at 282-8229 or at:

agleason@pressherald.com
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